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Dear Trailblazer families,

It seems cliché to say that this school year has absolutely flown by. However, it is now April and we
have less than 40 days of school left. Even though only a short time is left, we have multiple
opportunities for involvement and participation coming up in April and May.

On Tuesday, April 10th, our 4th grade students will be taking the Writing STAAR. On May 14th, the 3rd

and 4th graders will be taking the Math STAAR and on Tuesday, May 15th, they will be taking the
Reading STAAR. Please make sure your child is on time to school on these days, has plenty of rest at
night, and eats a healthy breakfast. All our students and teachers have worked diligently to prepare

your child for these tests. We want out students to “show what they know” on those days. Please encourage your child
to do their very best. Lunch times will be changed and no visitors will be allowed on these day. We will send e-mail
reminders.

As you know, our “One Thing” at Carol Holt is to have students read on level or higher by the beginning of third grade
and will remain on level or higher as an MISD student. Our goal for the end of the year is to have 85% of all our
students reading on grade level. This is how we did for the month of March. You can help us with our goal by spending
at least 15 minutes reading with your child. We want to thank our teachers for the great job they have done with our
students.

Respectfully,
Thelma Foster
Carol Holt Elementary Principal

Message from the PTA President
Hi Holt families,

We have had an amazing Spring so far! We appreciate all of your support during our first APEX Fun Run and the
Spring Book Fair. Our kids had a blast at Spirit Night at Peter Piper Pizza in February. Thank you for making the
Spring events successful!

This is our last newsletter for the school year. Our last few weeks are packed with activities and more fun. Check
out the Mark Your Calendars section for information about the upcoming Spirit Night at Spring Creek BBQ, Field Day,
PTA meetings, Kindergarten & 1st grade Music programs, and Year End parties.

Teacher Appreciation week will be May 7 – 11. This is a great opportunity to show our fabulous teachers & staff how
much we appreciate them! If you would like to help with events for the week, please contact Marti Dirnberger, our
Staff Appreciation Chairman, at marti.dirn@gmail.com.

The election of officers is one of the most important duties of PTA because it provides the future PTA leaders for our
school. Our next PTA General Membership Meeting will be Tuesday, April 10th at 7:00pm. During that meeting, we
will be voting on our elected officers for the 2018-2019 school year. Our Nominating Committee has met and posted
their report in the school office. Please come out to vote and show support for our school PTA.

If you would like to be more involved with PTA, a Standing Committee Form was sent home last month listing our
Chairman/Committee opportunities for the next school year. We still need to fill a few Chairman positions and most
committees, so please let us know which area(s) you would like to help! Blank forms will be available in the school
office or you can request one by sending an email to me at the address below.

I would like to say a special thank you to the Executive Board this year. We would not be a successful PTA without
their dedication and support. Thanks to the countless volunteers who have graciously donated their time and efforts
to make this a great school year for the students at Carol Holt Elementary.

Trailblazer Pledge
I am a Trailblazer, goingnew
places and trying newthings.
I will be RESPECTFUL of
myself and others,
because when I give, I getit.
I will be HONEST all of the
time, because that makes
me trustworthy. I will be
RESPONSIBLE, because
I take care of me.
Trailblazers settle for
nothing less.

Dondi Hayhurst
dondihayhurst@sbcglobal.net



Mark Your Calendars

April 2: Colors for Caring

April 2: Author Donna Janell
Bowman Visit

April 5: Pre-K & Kindergarten
Roundup

April 10: PTA Exective Meeting,
6pm and General Meeting/
Kindergarten Program, 7pm

April 17: Spring Creek Spirit Night
& Legacy Westside Community
Picnic

April 20: Field Day

April 27: Senior Breakfasr and
Walk

May 1: PTA Exective Meeting, 6pm
and General Meeting/ 1st Grade
Program, 7pm

May 4: Volunteer Breakfast

May 7: Colors of Caring

May 7-11: Teacher Appreciation
Week

May 23: Last Day of School,
Kinder Graduation & End of the
Year Class Parties (*Please
remember, no siblings allowed at
parties)

Happy Birthday to our
Teachers and Staff!
May 1 - Chinua Melton
May 6 - Lynn Dugan
May 7 - Kelly Sumner
May 21 - Dominque Jenkins
May 22 - Kim Bowlin

June 5 - Cristina Rosalez
June 8 - Sherry Corley
June 13 - Rebecca Davis
June 22 Kasey Benavides
June 22 - Destiney Peters
June 30 - Laura Lowry

July 6 - Nely Mendez
July 15 - Thelma Foster
July 17 - Teresa Caddell
July 21 - Jeremy Hise
July 21 - Angela Johnson
July 23 - Melinda Farrar
July 23 - Jasmine Skeeters
July 25 - Rebecca Haemker
July 31 - Barrie Page

August 16 - Victor Gomez
August 17 Eric Akinnibosum
August 27 - Jenny Mutterer

Carol Holt Field Day is Friday,
April 20th!

Please consider donating bottles of water
for our water station. Bring all donations to
the school gym or the main office starting
today.

We ask that if you bring young children
they remain seated in their stoller for the
safety of all children

Our PTA needs volunteers to help run the
concession stand during Field Day. If you
are able to help out, please signup online. a
handout will be coming out soon with more
information.

Becky Franklin
Field Day Coordinator
jbfranklin@sbcglobal.net

Come join us at our next Spirit Night on
April 17th at Spring Creek BBQ in
Mansfield. This our most profitable spirit night
of the year so please bring all your family and
friends out to help support our school!

Jennifer White
Spirit Event Coordinator
jbw8709@gmail.com

Teacher appreciation week is May
7th -11th. PTA would like to show
our gratitude to our wonderful staff
that week by providing lunch and
showering them with gifts. If you are
able to donate cash or gift cards of
any amount, please send it in a
marked envelope for PTA, Teacher
Appreciation, or Marti Dirnberger.
Prior to the week, a handout with
more information will be sent home.

Marti Dirnberger,
Teacher Appreciation Coordinator
marti.dirn@gmail.com

The PTA is pleased to announce the final totals for
the Apex Fun Run. Our students ran their hearts out
on February 15th, many of our students ran more
than the 36 laps they needed to run and had a great
time. Their dedication to raise pledges was
inspirational. The students raised just over $11, 000
for the school. We would like to extend our
sincerest gratitude to the families, teachers and staff
of Carol Holt Elementary for making this fundraiser
a great success. Based on the great success of this
year’s fundraiser we are planning an even bigger
Apex Fun Run for 2018 – 2019.

Christina Mowry,
Fundraiser Coodinator
cmmowry1@att.net

mailto:jbfranklin@sbcglobal.net


Kindergarten
Phonics-Students have learned to identify all of the uppercase and lowercase
letters of the alphabet and the sounds they make. We are now focusing on the
blends and diagraphs such as short vowel CVC word families, words that end in
–ing, est, and ent, and constant daily learning of the Kinder sight words.

Reading- Students have learned about poetry and the use of rhyming words,
alliteration, and sensory details in poems. They are still learning about story
elements as well when answering comprehension questions. Students will also
learn how to brainstorm their story ideas and use sequential order and
chronological words such as First, Next, Then, and Last to create stories.

Writing- Students have learned to write their first and last name, write at least
two or more complete sentences utilizing correct capitalization and
punctuation. They are learning how to write a short poem that consists of
rhyming words, alliteration, and sensory details. The students will also write a
story about anexperience in chronological order using certain sequentialwords.

Mathematics- Students have learned to solve addition and subtraction problems
using UPSC word problem strategy in detail, number sentences, and pictorial
models. They will also learn how to read and identify information on a bar and
pictograph.

Science-Students have learned about the life cycle and importance of plant life.
They will learn about insects, Spring growth, caring for the Earth, rocks/soil,
bodies of water, and Summer weather. Students document their learning in the
Science Journal.

Your Kindergarten Teachers,
Mrs. Benavides, Mrs. Hall, Mrs. German, Mrs. Oldenburgh

Classroom

3rd Grade
April is already here! Our third grade scholars continue to work hard. We
are so proud of all the things they have accomplished so far.

As we enter April we will be covering several different academic topics. In
math, scholars will study rounding, graphs and perimeter. They will also
continue to master multiplication facts. Our science focus is environments
and food chains. In social studies, our scholars will continue with their
food truck project. It is exciting to see all the entrepreneurs at work!
Expository text and building comprehension will be the emphasis in
reading. We will continue to work on becoming better writers through
creating five paragraph essays with a focus on editing and revising those
essays. Our scholars are becoming expert Kernel essay authors!

There are many thrilling things going on in third grade here at Carol Holt!
We are so thankful that we get to help your child achieve all their
academic goals and to be the best they can be as scholars! We appreciate
your partnership in your child’s education!

Your 3rd grade teachers,

Ms. Holmes, Dr. Irvine, Mrs. Leyva, Mr. Melton

1st Grade
It is hard to believe that the school year is almost over. We have
learned so much this year! Right now our chicks are in the incubator
and will be hatching soon. The kids are so excited for that day to
come!

We have learned all of our strategies to help us read. Ask us to show
you when we are reading at home. Here is what is coming up for the
rest of the year:

Science-We will learn about the plants and animals that are in the
desert.

Math- We will learn how to solve addition and subtraction word
problems and review all first grade content.

Reading- We will learn phonics pattern ou, ow, oi, oy, au, aw. We
will recognize different purposes of media.

Writing- We will use the writing process to write a story with a
beginning, middle, and end.

Social Studies- We will learn about technology and how it has
changed over the years.

Your First Grade Teachers,

Laura Davis, Jessica Martinez, Christy Scroggins, Calina Vacca

4th Grade
In ELA we have just wrapped up “Writing Camp” for our scholars in
anticipation of the STAAR writing test on April 10th. We are so proud of how
hard our scholars have been working on the strategies to help them be
successful lifelong learners.

In Social Studies we are learning all about the Texas frontier and the
railroad.

Our mathematicians are learning lines of symmetry and measuring angles.

In science our scholars are getting up close and personal with food chains
and food webs.

Your 4th Grade Teachers,

Heather Carson, Mary Price, Ali Smith and Elashun Summerville

Pre-Kindergarten
What a great year we have had in Pre-K! We will finish up the rest
of our letter study! In math we will be reviewing all our math
concepts we have learned. Three important dates to remember:
April 20th- Field Day (here at school with regular hours)
April 27th- Field trip (to the Ag farm with both classes coming in the
morning)
May 23rd –End of school party and last day of school

I have enjoyed being your child’s teacher this year! Thank you for
all the kindness and support you have shown all year. I look forward
to seeing all my Pre-K friends as Kindergarteners next year!!

Your Pre- K Teacher,

Mrs. Sumner

2nd Grade
Our 2nd graders have done such a wonderful job this school year. We can’t believe
that in a few weeks they’ll be 3rd graders! We would like to send a special thank
you to our wonderful parents. Your support this year has been amazing! Your efforts
in making our students happy are appreciated by all of us.

Here’s what we’re learning this six weeks!
In Math students will solve one-step and multi-step word problems involving addition
and subtraction within 1,000. Students will be introduced to personal financial
literacy. The student will apply mathematical process standards to manage one's
financial resources effectively for lifetime financial security. This six weeks
teachers will review TEKS taught this year to ensure that students will continue
being successful in third grade. These TEKS include but not limited to; division,
multiplication, arrays, solving word problems, telling time, and counting money.

In ELA students will identify the topic and explain the author's purpose in a text.
Recognize different purposes of media such as informational and entertainment.
Students will write persuasive statements about issues that are important to them
for the appropriate audience.

In Science students will learn the basic needs of plant and animals of the
Grasslands. As well as identify their physical characteristics and behaviors. They’ll
learn the factors in the environment such as temperature, precipitation, migration,
and hibernation.

In Social Studies students will be introduced to historic figures such as Amelia
Earhart and Robert Fulton. They’ll learn about their local history such as the
Mansfield founders, local art and stories. Students will distinguish between
consumers and producers. As well as identify the importance of Memorial Day and
Cinco de Mayo.

Ballet Field Trip
The MISD Fine Arts Department is providing the annual 2nd grade Ballet field trip on
Thursday, April 26th from 9:30-11:30. We ask that students dress nicely for the
performance. Parent chaperones aren’t needed for this field trip. More information
will be sent home in the next week!
Your 2nd Grade Teachers,
Ms. Jenkins, Mrs. Haemker, Mr. Hise, Ms. Skeeters



Box Tops for Education
I am thrilled to be the new Coordinator for Box Tops for Education! This simple fundraiser helps bring needed supplies, curriculum
materials, and/or training to the Holt Campus! Who knew that simply cutting out a little cardboard square could make such a
difference!
I have set a modest goal this year of collecting $1,000.00 worth of Box Tops Given our past history with this program, I know that
we can meet or even exceed that goal!

Here is how you can help:
Every time you purchase a product with a Box Tops label, please clip it to turn in to the school. You may save over the month, or
turn in as you get them.
Place Box Tops in a baggie or envelope with your child’s name and Teacher’s name clearly visible. Students can bring the bag or
envelope to school and place it in the container located on the door to the Technology Classroom.
Download the Box Tops for Education APP on your phone. There are bonus Box Tops just for scanning receipts. The credit for
those items is in addition to the Box Tops label that is on the package.

Thank you so much for your help! If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask!
My email is sherrycorley@misdmail.org
Sherry Corley

What are you doing this summer??
Whatever you decide to do, be sure to include reading in your plans! Summer reading suggestions will go home with
each K-4th grade child before the last day of school. Please consider this list as suggestions when you and your family
get ready to visit the public library or bookstore this summer.

Another idea for getting “new to you” books in children’s hands is to schedule a book swap with their friends and
neighbors who may have similar reading styles and abilities.

Speaking of book swaps, the annual Carol Holt Elementary Book Swap will take place before the last day of school. A
note will go home about a week before the scheduled date so you and your family can start stacking those “been there,
read that” books by the door and look forward to “new” books coming in to your home for the summer.

Don’t forget to visit the Carol Holt Elementary library page during the summer to search our catalog and read
ebooks for free any time, preview next year’s Texas Bluebonnet book list and use our school’s databases. Miss
Caddell also has a blog with tons of excellent links related to books students can find in any library.

Our library web page is:
http://holt.mansfieldisd.org/page.cfm?p=4136

Destiny Quest library login (to read ebooks):
Username: Student ID number (students know it as their lunch number)
Password: Student last name

Our campus login for all school databases is:
User name: cholt
Password: 1234

This part of our library is open 24 hours day, seven days a week so visit anytime!

Have a wonderful summer!!
Teresa Caddell
Carol Holt Librarian
817-299-6469
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